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SUBJECT: THIRD COMMITTEE DECADE FOR WOMEN, ITEM 75, 
MONGOLIAN DRAFT RESOLUTION ON IMPROVEMENT OF 
STATUS AND ROLE OF WOMEN IN EDUCATION 

1 . DELEGATION MAY SUPPORT DRAFT RESOLUTION ON STATUS 
AND ROLE OF WOMEN IN EDUCATION. USDEL MAY WISH TO 
SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING ADDITION TO OPERATIVE PARA 2C: 

"AND THAT PARA 46 OF THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION CALLS 
FOR A MARKED INCREASE IN LITERACY OF WOMEN AND EQUAL 
ACCESS TO EDUCATION AT EVERY LEVEL BY THE END OF THE FIRST 
FIVE YEAR PERIOD OF THE DECADE FOR WOMEN;" 

2. BACKGROUND FOR DELEGATION 

THE UNITED STATES IS NOT A PARTY TO THE UNESCO CONVENTION 
ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION; IT 
HAS NEVER BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE SENATE FOR RATIFICATION. 
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CONTAINED IN THIS CONVENTION AND VOTED FOR THEM IN UNESCO 
MEETINGS OVER THE YEARS. SINCE ADOPTION OF THE CONVENTION 
IN 1960, WE HAVE ASSISTED UNESCO SECRETARIAT IN PREPARING 

QUESTIONNAIRES FOR MEMBER STATES, AND SUBMITTED REPORTS 
TO UNESCO ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UN CONVENTION 
AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION OF DECEMBER 14, 1960, 

WHICH HAVE BEEN PREPARED BY THE US OFFICE OF EDUCATION. 

3. YOUR ATTENTION IS DRAWN TO THE HISTORY OF CONTROVERSY 
IN THE US SURROUNDING STATE VERSUS FEDERAL RIGHTS IN 
EDUCATION. HOWEVER, FEDERAL PRIMACY IN THE ENFORCEMENT 
OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS IN EDUCATION HAS BEEN GUARANTEED 
SINCE THE BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION DECISION IN 1954. 

THE SUPREME COURT DECLARED THAT RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN 
PUBLIC EDUCATION WAS UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND OTHER FORMS 
OF DISCRIMINATION WERE OUTLAWED BY THE PASSAGE OF THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964. US COSPONSORED RES 16.1 
ADOPTED DURING INTERNATIONAL WOMEN S YEAR AT 35TH PLENARY 
SESSION OF UNESCO WHICH STATES SUB.2(D): 

"TO CALL ON THE GOVERNMENTS OF THOSE MEMBER STATES 
WHICH HAVE NOT YET DONE SO, TO SIGNIFY THEIR ACCESSION 
TO THE CONVENTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION, 

SO THAT 1975 MAY BE A TURNING POINT IN THE STRUGGLE TO 

PUT AN END TO THE INEQUALITY OF WOMEN IN THIS FIELD;” KISSINGER 
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